






Dear Friends and Fellow Music-Lovers,
 
Welcome to Symphony Viva’s 2021-2022 season! Following an unprecedented year of outdoor concerts, 
we are thrilled to be returning indoors for an exciting slate of orchestral and ballet performances in the 
coming months.
 
This season’s concerts highlight the breadth and depth of the orchestral canon and our musicians’ talents: This season’s concerts highlight the breadth and depth of the orchestral canon and our musicians’ talents: 
from Rimsky-Korsakov’s scintillatingly virtuosic Capriccio Espagnol, to Ravel’s enchanting Mother Goose 
Suite, to contemporary American composer Roger Zare’s riveting work Lift-Off, we know this year’s 
programs will engage you (and your ears) in both new and meaningful ways. We are also excited to 
welcome several gifted guest soloists to the stage throughout our season, including guitarist Johnny Peña, welcome several gifted guest soloists to the stage throughout our season, including guitarist Johnny Peña, 
mezzo soprano Jacquelyn Matava, and pianist Carolyn True. And of course, Viva continues its exciting 
collaborations with our artistic partners, the Alamo City Dance Company, in brand-new ballet 
productions of El amor brujo, The Nutcracker, and La Bayadère.
 
 
Musically Yours,
  
Joseph Kneer
Music Director and Conductor
Alamo City Symphony Viva

            About the Music Director
Conductor and violinist Joseph Kneer currently serves as Music Director of 
Alamo City Symphony Viva and Conductor of the Trinity Symphony 
Orchestra at Trinity University. A recent finalist in the 2021 Los Angeles Orchestra at Trinity University. A recent finalist in the 2021 Los Angeles 
Conducting Competition, Kneer has conducted many orchestras and 
ensembles, including the Oberlin Chamber Players, the Mercyhurst String 
Ensemble and community string chamber music program, the Mercyhurst 
Civic Orchestra, and the Brown Memorial Presbyterian Chancel Choir in 
Baltimore. Recent collaborations and engagements include Dvořák’s Violin 
Concerto with Jinjoo Cho, Beethoven’s Choral Fantasy with pianist Carolyn 
True, Poulenc’s Gloria with the Trinity University Choir, a period production True, Poulenc’s Gloria with the Trinity University Choir, a period production 
of Dido and Aeneas with Trinity’s Opera Workshop, Symphony Viva’s production of Prokofiev’s Peter 
and the Wolf, and the premiere of Roger Zare’s commissioned work Neowise for the TSO in May 2021. 
In the 2021-2022 season, Joseph will lead a full year of concerts and ballet performances, including a full 
production of The Nutcracker with the Alamo City Dance Company and Mozart’s Requiem with the 
combined Trinity University Choirs. Kneer’s conducting mentors include Larry Rachleff, Donald 
Schleicher, Neil Thomson, and Scott Weiss.
      An active recitalist and chamber musician, Kneer has performed on numerous concert series and in       An active recitalist and chamber musician, Kneer has performed on numerous concert series and in 
orchestras across the country. In 2015 he completed a regional concert tour of the Brahms violin sonatas 
with pianist Shirley Yoo and was awarded the Peabody Chamber Music Prize for his work with the 
Aurora Piano Trio, a group he co-founded in 2008. Kneer holds a B.M. in Violin Performance from 
Oberlin Conservatory, an M.M. and D.M.A. in Violin Performance from the Peabody Institute, and an 
M.M. in Theory Pedagogy, also from Peabody. Kneer’s principal violin teachers include Mary West, 
Milan Vitek, Herbert Greenberg, and Violaine Melancon. Prior teaching appointments include 
Mercyhurst University and the Peabody Preparatory.Mercyhurst University and the Peabody Preparatory.
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Amanda Slagle 
Lauren Brown 

Norma Martinez 
Principal 
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Photography (with or without flash) and the use of audio or visual recording devices are prohibited by State Code and Copyright Laws. 
Cell phones, pagers, alarms and any other disruptive instruments must be switched off before the performance begins. 

Thank you in advance for your coperation! 
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Susan Chadwell,, Katie Martz,, Natsumi Petri 
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